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Phil Keating, formerly from Rathsallagh and a former employee at Coolmoyne Creamery,
paid a surprise visit to Fethard in August this year from USA with his son, also called Phil.
Phil left Ireland in 1952 and moved to work in the USA. On his visit to Fethard he met up
with old friends from his 'Let Fly Coolmoyne' days and had a great evening recalling old
times in the Fethard Arms. L to R:Jim Barry, Phil Keating (Junior), Phil Keating (Senior),
Nora Ahearn and Joe Ahearne.

Farticipants who took part in this year’s Tennis Camp, conducted by Tony McCarthy,
at Fethard Sports Center in July.
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Greetings from Malawi

t’s a strange feeling to be writing

this year’s few words from a
hotel room in Malawi after travelling
over 7,000 miles with 67 other par-
ticipants who are also taking part in
a ‘Playing for Life’ partnership devel-
opment programme with Self Help
International. One of the main
organisers of this trip was Seamus
Hayes from Kilconnell, Fethard, who,
along with well-known TV presenter
Tracy Piggott, has been involved
with similar projects in Africa for
several years. Another Fethard man,
Eddie Sheehan from St. Patrick’s
Place, was also a participant on this
year's trip.

One of the main observations I
made was how friendly and happy
these Malawians appear to be, with
so little material goods. They also
have a community spirit that we
may have lost in Ireland over the
past fifty years.

Most emigrants reading this will
remember an Ireland where people
gathered, chatted and talked in the
streets, roads and houses. There was
time to talk and stories to tell. We
worked hard for little money and
yet, when in need, there was always
a dependable neighbour or friend.
The people of Malawi today are
very like the Irish of the 1950s,
except for one major difference,
almost one in five of the Malawi
population is living with HIV Aids.

To experience the delight and
smiles of the Malawian children as

by Joe Kenny (editor)

they greet everybody with a display
of happiness no money can buy,
would melt the hardest of hearts.

Progress, they say, is learning from
one’s mistakes. If so, maybe we
should look at what we had, what
we've lost, and catch sight of where
that magic state of ‘happiness’ we all
seek exists. Take a look at
www.malawi2006.com to see some
photographs from the trip!

Back to reality — [ hope this year’s
newsletter lives up to your expecta-
tions and helps to strengthen your
connection with Fethard and
Killusty.

We have tried to cover parish
events and happenings over the
past twelve months to give emi-
grants a flavour of life at home.

[ would also like to thank all who
submitted articles and photographs
for this year’s issue and those who
made donations at home and
abroad. Thanks to Carmel Rice for
keeping track of correspondence
and donations, Brendan Kenny and
his team for distribution, Gemma
Burke for proof reading, and
Michael Hall for always keeping an
eye out for interesting Fethard arti-
cles while doing his newspaper
research at the Local Studies
Section at Tipperary County Library
in Thurles.

Finally, the publication of this
Newsletter is made possible by your
ongoing support . . . please don'’t
stop ...and we won't!



Parish Greetings

reetings to all our readers at

home and away. It seems a
short time since we enjoyed the
lovely mildness and the long
evenings of summer. Now as the
evenings are darkening ever so
quickly we look forward to the com-
ing on earth of Jesus, the light of our
darkness. This is a time of expecta-
tion and joy for all of us as we await
the coming of our Divine Saviour

and as we look forward we contem-
plate in hope. Let us remember that
this is a time to rest and refresh our-
selves about the good news of Jesus
Christ and to be renewed in faith.
May you have happiness, peace
and forgiveness in your lives and in
your homes this Christmas,and may
you always have a place in your
hearts for the little child Jesus.

Fr. TFE Breen PP and Canon J. Power

Fethard Parish Church — Christmas 2005

Church of Ireland News

n Sunday 18th December
2005 a Festival of Nine
Lessons & Carols was held at Holy
Trinity Church Fethard. It was well
attended and the collection went to

the victims of the recent earth-
quakes in Pakistan.

In January we had a wonderful
concert and prayers in celebration
of 700 years of the Augustinian pres-



ence in Fethard. The singing and
music were both lovely and it was a
super night to remember.

On the 21st January 2006,a daugh-
ter of Kylie and William Magnier was
christened, Imogen Ruth.There were
also visiting family and friends from
Australia, which made the day a very
happy occasion.

On Friday 6th October 2006, the
‘Service of Thanksgiving’ or the

‘Harvest Festival’ was held at Holy
Trinity, which was beautifully deco-
rated for the occasion. The sermon
was preached by Rev C.G. Cliffe and
the service was taken by Jenny
Crowley and Rev. Arthur Carter. The
lessons were read by Canon James
Power and Fr. Peter Haughey OSA.
We wish Canon George Knowd
and his wife Gwen, a very happy
retirement here in Fethard. s

‘Songs of Praise' in Holy Trinity Church of Ireland on 20th January 2006 are L to R: Fi.
John Meagher OSA, Rev. George Knowd, Fr Peter Haughey OSA and Fi:Tony Lambe.

Christmas Greetings from the Abbey

Warm Christmas greetings to
all our exiles from the

Abbey priests.

The special Jubilee celebrations
held in 2005 to mark the 700th
Anniversary of the coming of the
Augustinians to Fethard spilled over
into the start of 2006. A special Mass
for youth was celebrated in the
Abbey on 25th February by Fr Joe
Walsh of Thurles. It was fitting that
the final act of our Augustinian
Jubilee should focus on the Prior of
Fethard martyred in 1654, Blessed

William Tirry O.S.A., a statue of
whom, made by local sculptor
David Gorey, was unveiled and
blessed on Sunday 5th March.
Another Augustinian commemo-
ration was held on 24th May in
Tipperary town in the grounds of
the Abbey school there. The school
takes its name from the Augustinian
Abbey, founded there around 1300,
on whose land the school was built.
To commemorate the contribution
over the years made by the
Augustinians to that area, a replica



At "Songs of Praise" were L to R: Ted Cummins, Jonathan Gilpin and Ann Cooney.

of an arch, part of the original
Abbey and standing until it was
demolished in 1958, was erected.
Archdeacon Matthew McGrath, PP,
Tipperary, was principal celebrant
at the open-air concelebrated Mass
during which the homily was
preached by the Vicar General, Dean
Christie O'Dwyer. The Principal of
the school, John Heffernan, and the
Board of Management, deserve spe-
cial congratulations on this unusual
celebration.

In Fethard there was a celebration
on a more modest scale to mark the

At ‘Songs of Praise' were L to

R:Ann Tillyer, Chrissy Cummins, Mary Cummins, Monica

90th birthday on 20th September of
Fr John Meagher. The scores of cards
and good wishes, which inundated
the Abbey, are a testimony to the
affection in which our sprightly nona-
genarian is held. We wish him many
more fruitful years in the ministry.

Frs Gerry Horan, John Meagher
and Timmy Walsh join me in praying
that God will pour out his grace
abundantly on all of you and your
families this Christmas, and grant
you health, happiness and peace of
mind in 2007. %

Peter Haughey O.S.A.

Moriarty, Fiona Cummins, Bryan Steadman. In front is Ciara Tillyer.



Legion of Mary

ear readers, friends and rela-

tives, the Legion of Mary is
still in Fethard depending on your
cooperation and your support. We
wish to thank you for your atten-
dance at the daily Rosary in the
Parish Church; and for your atten-
dance at the Rosaries in the Abbey
during May and October and in our
many cemeteries during November.
We acknowledge those who contin-
ue to purchase a Catholic paper
each week, and also those who take
the Alive paper and who give out
copies to those who do not come to
our churches. It was encouraging to
many in our area to see so many
attend the May procession in hon-
our of Our Blessed Mother, and the
Corpus Christi procession to
demonstrate belief in the true pres-

ence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

All of us reap the benefit from the
prayers of all who attend daily Mass,
who pray the Rosary, visit the
Blessed Sacrament, attend the first
Friday and the first Saturday. May
God bless all of you for your efforts,
your example, and your prayers. We
invite all who are new to the area to
come and join those who do their
best to impart their love and their
loyalty to the faith. This faith was
demonstrated to all of us down
through the years by our forefathers.
It is now our responsibility to pass it
on to those coming after us. We
invite all of you who are Sky Digital
subscribers to turn to EPG 769.
There is so much on offer on EWTN
to help us in our knowledge of our
Catholic faith. Those who do not

e i |

Carrying the statue of 'Our Lady' through the streets of Fethard for the annual May
Procession are L to R: Mick Holohan, Liam McCarthy, Paddy Butler and Jimmy O'Shea.



have access to Sky could contact us
and we will help you to get EWTN
through another source.

Many of our good friends, neigh-
bours, and relatives went to meet
Jesus and His Blessed Mother during
the past year. We miss them. We offer
our sympathy to all their loved ones.
May God grant them peace. Let us
pray for one another, for all our newly
wedded friends, for all our new
babies and for their families.

The Legionnaires of Mary extend
greetings for a blessed, peaceful
Christmas and New Year to all our
priests, to those who are ill, and to
you our readers.We are coming to a
New Year, to a new effort. May God
give us the strength and the help to
develop and to enrich our Faith,and
the strength and the help to assist
others on the road to our eternal
home. %

Your Fethard Legionnaires of Mary

'Little Tommy Bray' — a native son

ittle Tommy Bray of Fethard
as described as a 'genteel,
sprightly, promising lad' by his
uncle Canon James Power who was
a canon in Flanders in southern
Belgium. The same uncle recom-
mended that young Tommy should
be 'put early to some trade' rather
than be sent to Europe to be educat-
ed as a priest, where his eldest
brother, Francis, was at that time.
'Little Tom Bray' was the son of
John Bray of Fethard and Margaret
Power (a sister to the Canon above)
of Glashy near Newcastle, Clonmel.
We don't know with certainty when
the parents married, it may have
been in the early 1740s, but the late
historian of Clonmel, Canon W.P
Burke, was of the opinion that it was
in 1733. Canon Burke also held that
John and Margaret Bray had nine-
teen children, most of whom died in
infancy. But from other sources we
know with certainty that they had
six boys and three girls.

John Bray was born in Fethard
about 1710 and was the son of
Francis Bray who served as a consta-
ble to the Fethard corporation in the
early 1700s.There is no reference to
the name of Bray in the surviving
seventeenth-century records (the
earliest is to Francis) and so it's like-
ly that they came to Fethard from
elsewhere, most likely Clonmel. The
father,John, was a wine merchant in
the town, but he seems not to have
been very successful at it and even
as late as 1762 he was writing that if
matters did not improve in Fethard
he intended quitting the country
and making a life for himself in
France. He probably had the exam-
ple of his wife's brother before him.
The latter had sold the property at
Glashy and had emigrated to France
where he became a very wealthy
wine-grower with his own chateau
near Avignon. However, the Power
brothers-in-law complained among
themselves that John Bray lived far



too extravagantly a life-style and
way beyond his means; and that
with a modicum of prudence he
could have lived comfortably in
Fethard.

Knowledge of where exactly the
Bray home was in Fethard seems to
have disappeared. The late Fr.Walter
Skehan was of the opinion that it
was at the back of what was in his
time the garage owned by
Morrisseys / Whytes on the Main
Street. [ am personally of the opin-
ion that the home was in Watergate
Street on the south side
of the present castle. In
later life when Tom Bray
was long gone from
Fethard he continued to
lease 'a house, castle
and bridge garden' in
that street from the
Barton estate; and it is
known that two of his
unmarried sisters were
still living in Fethard in
1786 (the year when the
lease was renewed) - by
then the parents were dead and the
other boys had scattered abroad.
Sometime in the 1790s those two sis-
ters left Fethard and went to live
with their brother Tom in Thurles;
and with their going the name Bray
disappeared from Fethard. At this
point it is only fair to note that 'Little
Tommy Bray' was now Dr. Thomas
Bray, Archbishop of Cashel, with a
home at Thurles.

John and Margaret Bray may well
not have had a happy life in

'Little Tom Bray'

Fethard. Their children brought
them much heartache. The eldest
boy, Francis,had been sent to Rome
to be educated as a priest where he
entered the Collegio Urbano
(Propaganda) on 8 March 1760
aged fifteen years. While in Rome
he suffered bad health (in those
times Rome was notorious for
malaria and fevers) and after some
years he suffered from scruples and
felt that he could not become a
priest. He was sent home to Ireland
on 1 January 1763. While in
= Avignon on his way
' home to Fethard he
| forged banknotes and
| ran up heavy debts, and
- may even have stolen
41 money. His angry uncle,
e, \ Canon James Power,
described him as 'a great
villain' and had him sent
out of that city. Frank was
in Fethard in the summer
of 1764. He later went to
London where he mar-
ried and had one son,
John. Another son of John and
Margaret, Patrick, settled in Spain
where he enlisted in the army as a
cadet and was in great poverty and
want in his early days. Philip, anoth-
er son, was involved in the linen
trade in Northern Ireland and died
there unmarried. John settled in
Portugal and carried on a wine busi-
ness. Michael was engaged in the
wine trade in Spain where he mar-
ried and had children. James, who
was born on 11 May 1745, became



a doctor at Falmouth in the south of
England where he married and had
children. He died on 11 July 1783.
And Pierce, about whom little is
known; may have remained living in
Fethard. This may have been the
son about whom Canon James
wrote on 1 April 1772 that his sister's
son had recently died: 'He was her
best support'. Perhaps the father
was already dead and Pierce ran
the business in Fethard. The three
girls were Margaret who was
drowned while returning to Ireland
from France where she was being
educated in preparation to joining
an order of nuns (this loss may have
happened in the summer of 1763 as
Mrs. Bray's nephew, Rev. Francis
Power,wrote about Uncle Bray's mis-
fortune and that 'the shock my
uncle received has impaired his
health', and 'Poor Peggy [Bray]
bleeds my heart"); and Ellen and
Mary who never married and
remained on in Fethard until they
eventually joined their brother, the
Archbishop, at Thurles.

There seems to be no record of
John Bray (the fathers) death, or
that of his wife Margaret. There may
well be a tombstone somewhere
about Fethard. The son, 'Little
Tommy Bray', who is the centre-
piece of this short notice, was bap-
tised in Fethard on 15 March 1749 so
we could reckon that he was born
two days previously. Tom Bray may
well have received his early educa-
tion from the parish priest of
Fethard who ran a school for

Catholic children. In early 1763
John Bray was writing from Fethard
to his brotherin-law Canon James
Power seeking a place in one of the
European colleges for his son, Tom.
The Canon promised to do some-
thing. It was at this time that the
Canon thought young Bray should
be put to a trade, where he may be
sure to pass his days with more
comfort than to follow his books in
misery'. The Canon had a horror of
the poverty suffered by poor stu-
dents in Europe: 'none can judge
better of the distressed condition of
a poor scholar in a foreign country
than ourselves', he wrote to his
brother Dr. Thomas in Clonmel,
‘which still strikes so great a horror
in me that I ever shall have an aver-
sion to involve any of my kind in it'.

However, as the eldest brother,
Francis, had returned from Europe
the decision was made to send out
young Tom even though at the time
he was no more than fifteen years.
Tom's first cousin, Fr. Francis Power,
wrote to the Rector of the Irish
College at Paris on 7 April 1764 seek-
ing a place for Tom, but to enter the
college Tom would have to have
passed his sixteenth birthday and to
make a commitment to receive
Holy Orders. Incidentally, the yearly
cost of his education in that college
was $79, a considerable sum in
those days. However, Tom's mater-
nal uncle, Canon James Power, was
willing to pay the fee even though,
as he complained in a letter,he was
still struggling to pay the debts run



up by Francis Bray Nevertheless,
Tom Bray arrived in Paris in July
1764 and gave some time there in
the Irish College, but he later moved
on to Rome.

Tom Bray spent about four years
at Rome. On 11 November 1769 he
was writing to Propaganda College
in Rome from Avignon in southern
France where he had lately arrived.
At that date Avignon was still a part
of the Papal States and was not to be
incorporated into metropolitan
France until 1791. Tom Bray wrote
that his health had broken down in
Rome and he hoped that the
Roman authorities would allow him
to finish his studies at Avignon.

To enter the college of St. Guard
in that city he needed a letter of
release from his college in Rome
from the Cardinal Secretary of
Propaganda. Tom also pointed out
that his father was too poor to pay
for his education at Avignon and so
he hoped that Propaganda would
meet the costs. The Cardinal agreed
that Tom should finish his studies in
Avignon where he entered the col-
lege on 10 November 1769. By
December of that year Bray's health
was much improved and his chest
troubles had cleared up.

But Tom Bray seems not to have
been happy with the education sys-
tem at Avignon. Fr. Francis Power,
writing to his father Dr. Thomas
Power at Clonmel on 9 April 1770,
tells us: “The accounts I received of
Cousin Bray are most agreeable; he
is a sweet youth and by great odds

the cock of his Seminary. The poor
child would gladly get into our
Community at Paris, as by late
accounts he cannot return to Rome,
and does not find his studies at
Avignon calculated for his purpose.
[ expect to prevail on Dr. Kelly [then
Rector of the Irish College at Paris.]
... 'Tis really a pity such a subject
should be buried in obscurity. As his
pension is paid until June I shall
take no decisive step as yet but have
previously desired a friend in Rome
to sound the Congregation's dispo-
sition towards this plan which if it
succeeds, will be less expensive
than to maintain him where he is.

As the passage from Leghorn [in
northern Italy] proved so favourable
to his disposition, would I not do
well to ship him at Marseilles for
some port in Normandy? But as the
sea is so long and dangerous, |
won't do so without your approba-
tion and his parents' consent.”

Despite what his cousin was writ-
ing to Clonmel the college authori-
ties at St. Guard were well pleased
with young Bray's application to his
studies and they praised also his
general conduct at the college. In
his first year there he defended his
thesis before his professors and the
Archbishop of Avignon. Following
which the Archbishop described
Bray as a brilliant young man. He
was conferred with a doctorate in
Divinity on 26 June 1773.

After spending three and a half
years at Avignon young Bray wrote
again to the Congregation in Rome



asking that he be allowed to com-
plete his studies at the Irish College
at Paris and especially to improve
his use of English and Irish there
before returning to Ireland. This
was on 24 April 1773 and it seems
that soon after June of that year Bray
left for Paris. It was in Paris that
Thomas Bray was ordained a priest
on 22 May 1774.

Following his ordination Thomas
Bray returned to Ireland after ten
years spent in Europe. On 30
November 1774, Bray's cousin Fr.
Edmond Power was writing: 'l am
glad young Bray has met so good a
friend [the then Archbishop of
Cashel: Dr. James Butler of
Ballyragget]. The Primate of Cashel
will never abandon him as long as
his behaviour deserves protection,
and from the character that Bray
bears in everybody's mouth, he
must gain upon him every day. |
have the honour of being personal-
ly known to the young Archbishop
who is a very intimate friend of my
uncle [Canon James Power who
was also uncle to Thomas Bray;]
and [ make no doubt but he would
serve me to the best of his power.

From about 1775 to 1779 Fr.
Thomas Bray served as curate in
Thurles being engaged in parish
work. In the latter year he was
appointed as parish priest of Cashel
where he had the lease of a piece of
land called Gortcaum on which he
had a house. On 17 January 1782 the
Archbishop promoted him as one of
the two Vicars General in the diocese.

On the death of Archbishop
James Butler on 29 July 1791 at the
comparatively young age of fifty, the
bishops of the province of Munster
recommended that the Bishop of
Kerry be promoted to Cashel.

Some other priests in the diocese
had their names put forward by
friends and included among them
was Thomas Bray The Bishop of
Kerry was appointed to the
Archbishopric on 15 December
1791, but he refused point-blank to
take up the office and returned his
letters of promotion to Rome.
Following this Rome picked on Dr.
Thomas Bray and in his letters of
promotion Rome told him emphati-
cally that he did not have the option
of refusing the office; and so most
reluctantly he accepted his appoint-
ment as Archbishop of Cashel on 20
July 1792. He was consecrated in
Thurles on Sunday 14 October 1792
by Dr. William Egan, Bishop of
Waterford, who was assisted by Dr.
Gerard Teahen, Bishop of Kerry (the
same one who had turned down the
promotion), and Dr. William
Coppinger. To support his office Dr.
Bray was granted the revenues from
the parishes of Thurles and Cashel.
Dr. Bray was the first of the eigh-
teenth-century Archbishops of
Cashel who did not have wealthy
families to support him. His imme-
diate predecessor, for example, Dr.
James Butler had an annual income
of §1,000 from the Butler estate at
Ballyraggett. Most bishops in those
times depended on an annual



income of §300 to §500 from the
parishes which were granted to
them.

As Dr. Bray entered on his episco-
pate the Catholic Church in Ireland
was emerging from its underground
existence, which it had endured in
the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. As a consequence, the
Church was still suffering from a lax-
ity of discipline among its priests. In
addition to other abuses, there was
said to be inadequate attention to
preaching, catechising, and the per-
formance of religious services.
Another problem that lay before the
incoming Archbishop was the erec-
tion of churches suitable for wor-
ship. The mud-walled and thatched
barn, such as Fethard had, was no
longer appropriate for divine serv-
ice in a church that was changing
and rising from its knees. With quiet
strength Dr. Bray faced those prob-
lems in the twenty-eight years of his
episcopacy. Through sermons, pas-
torals and directives, oral and writ-
ten, the Archbishop exhibited a
deep understanding of the prob-
lems and shortcomings of his peo-
ple and in his quiet and unassum-
ing manner pushed change. He
worked  anxiously to  keep
Catholicism in his archdiocese on
and even keel as it moved through
the dangerous waters of his times.

In politics he kept what is now
known as 'a low profile', but he was
favourable to the Act of Union of
1801 and used his office 'discreetly
among prominent Catholics in

Tipperary and Waterford to promote
its cause. He may well have been
influenced by his friend the Earl of
Llandaff who was also a supporter
of Union.

In 1813 Dr. Bray's health began to
fail and so he asked Rome to
appoint a coadjutor. Dr. Patrick
Everard, another Fethard man, was
appointed to the position. Dr. Bray
gave a good portion of the summer
of 1815 at Tramore in the hope of
improving his health; at that period
sea bathing was considered to be
beneficial. He composed his will
on 8 February 1817 in which he left
§5 to the poor of Fethard among
other towns and money to the chil-
dren of his brothers James and
Francis. All of his brothers and sis-
ters appear to have been dead by
then. He also saw that his servants
were looked after. Dr. Bray lived on
for a few more years in middling
health and died on 9 December
1820 aged seventy-four years. He is

buried in Thurles.
Michael O’Donnell

Sr Aine and Stan Murphy photographed in
the Parish Church yard by John Kenrick



St. Rita's Camogie Club

t.Rita's camogie club AGM was
held on the 17th February in
the Tirry Community Centre at 8pm.
The officers elected on the night are
as follows: Chairwoman, Jean
Morrissey; Secretary, Eimear Gahan;
Treasurer, Emma Fitzgerald; Juvenile
Officers, Sandra Maher and Norah
O'Meara. A committee was also
formed.
We would like to thank Edel
Fitzgerald who stepped down from
treasurer this year. I would also like

to take this opportunity to thank all
those who helped out and support-
ed the club throughout last year, we
are looking forward to your contin-
ued support.

Training has been underway since
the 22nd February under the new
management of Liam Treacy and his
fellow selectors Stephen Fitzgerald
and Davy Morrissey. Training takes
place on Wednesday and Friday
nights at 7pm in the GAA field. New
players are always welcome.

1978. The Fethard team was short one player and Mick O'Flynn stood in and helped the
team to go on and win the competition. L to R: Jack Wall, Mick O'Flynn and Derry
O'Dwyer. Other team members were Billy Treacy and Michael Nevin.
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Green is the Valley, Blue are the Hills

Author Thomas Crane photographed with Jan and Sandra after a recorded talk about his
book at Lansing Library, lllinois, USA, on Monday, 10th April, 2006.

Tom Crane, Calumet City, USA,
author of 'Green is the Valley,
Blue are the Hills', began to
research his family tree in the late
1970s, after his mother and father
passed away over a span of less
than a six months.“We had no idea
really of where we came from, and
that creates a sort of emptiness,” he
said. “Consequently, if you don't
know where you're coming from,
you don't know where you're going
more or less in life”

After many years of research
Fethard turned out to be the ances-
tral home of Tom’s branch of the
Crane family. It was here that his
great-grandfather, Patrick Crean, was
born and baptised in Holy Trinity
Church on January 9, 1844. Patrick’s
parents names were Michael Crean
and Mary Shea.The witnesses to the

event were Thomas Coady and
Catherine Shea.“It was almost like a
revelation,” he said.As | dug deeper,
| found more meaning behind the
individuals | was seeking out. It was-
n't like as if were an established
family or notable family My family
was really working class. I really felt
like I was travelling back in time”

Tom Crane knocked off "Green is
the Valley" over the course of a six-
week period during the summer of
1986, with an addendum to the
book included a year later.

Hard copies of the book have
made their way to numerous
libraries and institutions, including
the Villanova Library at Villanova
University, the Lincoln Library in
Springfield, IIl., the Pennsylvania
Historical Society, and the National
Library of Ireland.
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Holohan’s Pub, Burke Street

Maureen Holohan died this
year at the age of ninety-six.
She was fit, vigorous and in good
health to the end. Her establish-
ment, Holohan’s Pub, is no more. The
doors are closed, the license gone,
but the memories linger of joy, song
and good cheer. Burke Street and
Fethard will miss it.

Maureen worked in the pub all
her long life and put her own stamp
on the place, a sort of matriarchal
one. Dormant for most of the day; it
came to life around nine o’clock in
the evening, except for select cus-
tomers who called for a little nour-
ishment during daytime. Sunday
night was the high point of the
week. Everybody crowded into the
back room which was dominated
by a large mahogany table around
which sat nine of the most deter-
mined and best “25” card players in

the locality. This was serious stuff.
Their weather-beaten faces betrayed
little emotion and never wavered
from the business in hand. Every
trick analysed and raked over, argu-
ments aplenty and woe betide the
tyro who ventured in and made a
bloomer — “T0 the fire young man!”

At the fire sat another bunch dis-
cussing topics of the day and who
occasionally tried to start a sing-
song, meeting stern resistance from
the card players. However,whenever
they succeeded it was a night to
remember. Everybody in the room
sang their piece and were applaud-
ed to ceiling as if they were all John
McCormacks.

Maureen ruled the roost dispens-
ing large bottles and spirits round
the room with ease. No pints here,
no television, no radio — just good
old-fashioned fun.You savoured the

L : .- = 1=
Holohan's Pub, June 1983. L to R:Tess O'Brien, Eileen Purcell and Maureen Holohan.
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Holohan's Pub, 1983. L to R: Johnny O'Connor, Maureen Holohan and Murt O'Shea.

drink and relished the company —
Pa Joe, Billy Holohan, Joe and Jim
Ryan, their two sidekicks Tommy
Smyth and Jackie White, Bill and
Mrs. Carroll, the Booper Smith,
Johnny Lawlor, the Murphy broth-
ers, Jim Holohan, Ned Bulfin, Tom
Browne, next door neighbours Tom
and Eileen Purcell, Hugh Lynch and
Eddie Dillon, Jack Kenrick and
Jerome Guiry, Gus Breen, Tom
Conway, Bert Pratt, John Burke, Tom
Clancy, Mick Keane, and many oth-

Ladies Rugby

ive ladies from Fethard were

members of a very successful
Clonmel Ladies Rugby Team who
started this year’s season with an
unbeaten run in the league cam-
paign to finish top of the south All
Ireland League (AIL) 2nd Division.
They beat Clanwilliam on their
home soil to regain the Keane Cup
for the second time in three years

ers. Often there were visitors from
afar who were always royally treat-
ed. A favourite son was Jimmy ‘The
Buckie’ Ryan who betimes fell foul
of the mistress of the house. Other
times young whippersnappers like
John O’Connor and Murt O’Shea
could be seen skulking in a corner!
It was a place of another time,
another era, much loved by those
that frequented it. It was a public
meeting place that enriched the
town of Fethard for many years. s

and then overcame Navan in a
tough home game to reach the
league final. In the final, Ballincollig
just piped them at the post in a nail
biting finish, scoring a try in injury
time to win 10-8.

The local team members were
Jennifer Fogarty, Valerie Colville,
Mary Gorey, and sisters Catherine
and Aisling Kenny. s



Badgers Soccer Club

hat started out in March

2004 as a small group of
enthusiastic over30 soccer players
has grown steadily. In the beginning
we had only nine members and
games were often as small as two or
three aside. Now every Wednesday
at 8.00,or more likely 8.20 (well Roy
Keane took over an hour to warm
up before a game!), you are guaran-
teed a good competitive game of at
least six or seven aside.

At the end of last year the commit-
tee were worried as number grew to
such a degree that we were having
full eleven aside games. What if

there were more? Apart from just
two weeks of a break when the field
was being treated, we have played
the year through. We did lose some
members who volunteered to do

the sponsored Fethard to Fethard
cycle in the summer. Sadly for us
some decided to stay cycling and
we wish them well. It could have
been worse — they could have left
to take up golf,heaven forbid!

This year witnessed an unfore-
seen expansion of our small soccer
club, and it seemed to happen
almost over night. We were
approached by the Community
Council,who had done an extensive
survey with the youth to find there
was a demand for a youth soccer
club. A handful of members took
up the challenge and all agreed that
these “junior” badgers could fall
under the umbrella of the seniors
with regard to insurance and equip-
ment. The junior badgers kicked off
on Saturday 6th May:. It went well for

Badgers Soccer Team Back L to R: Andy O'Donovan, Kevin Ryan, Kevin Dwyer,Alan

Connolly, Kari Laaksonen, Eamon Hall, Pat O'Donnell, Mossy Mullins, Philip Furnell. Front
L to R: Mick Tillyer, Brian Steedman, John Hayes, Colm McGrath, John McClain, Mick
O'Connell, Liam Meagher and John Bermingham.



a while but numbers declined in the
summer months and at the end of
July it was decided to postpone it
until the autumn when schools
reopened to kick off once more.

At our AGM last April only one
change was made on the commit-
tee with Mick Tillyer accepting the
office of assistant treasurer.

Fethard

R *l._t

Womens’ Group 2006

A new logo was chosen to go with
the new crest that will appear on
shirts yet to appear! The logo comes
from an ancient quote of Petronius
Arbiter AD 66 which simply trans-
lates, "Beware of the dog" (old dog
that is, but not so old he can't enjoy
the game). %

Pictured at the presentation of First Aid Certificates were Back L to R: Pat Maher, Mary
Coen, Majella Hayde, Maura Gorey, Rose Gorey, Chrissie O'Meara, Mairead Fitzpatrick,
Maura Fitzpatrick ,Veronica Fogarty and Capt PJ. Fitzpatrick. Front L to R: Mandy Quigley,
Fatricia Ryan, Noreen Sheehy,Veronica Crowe VEC, Alice Moloney and Rosemary
Donovan. Missing from picture Patricia Brett.

he Fethard Women's group

facilitated by Veronica Crowe
of the VEC continued to meet every
Monday evening in the Abymill for
educational courses, a chat and a
cup of tea.  Several interesting
courses were undertaken including
basic computer skills, ‘Colourme-
Beautiful’, women's health and
alternative therapies. We learnt a lot
about allergies, food sensitivity and
flower remedies over the course of

a number of evenings. On another
occasion we were introduced to the
science of iridology — the
analysing of the iris of the eye to dis-
cover things you never knew about
yourself!

Megan Sceats, Crampscastle,
helped us to find our artistic side by
showing us how to weave and do
water colour painting.

In December, as usual, Mandy
Quigley helped us make our own



floral arrangements for Christmas.
Mandy is a talented florist and
makes it all look so easy!

Possibly the most important of all
the sessions was the First Aid
course. We were all grateful to Dick
Hennessy,Rose Costigan and Niamh
Wardick from the Order of Malta,

Fethard Scout Notes

[ /

Cashel, for their time and patience. It
paid off as we all passed and
received our certificates at a presen-
tation ceremony in Cashel in August
2006.

We rounded off the year with a
party night out at Slievenamon Golf
Club. =

- 27th Tipperary

Fethard Scout Leaders photographed at the investiture and presentation of service
awards in Fethard Ballroom on Sunday 26th February 2006. Back L to R: Mike McCarthy,
Philip O'Donnell (10 years),John Cloonan (10 years),John Noonan (5 Years), Dermot
Culligan. Front L to R: Sheila Power (County Commissioner), Robert Phelan (15 Years)
and Paul Collins (County Commissioner for Camping).

Regular weekly Scout Meetings
resumed in Fethard on Friday,
21st October 2005, for the first time
in two years, following presentations
to the local primary school and a
registration evening.

The first activity for the newly
reformed troop was National
Orienteering Day, Saturday 19th
November 2005, which was held in
Bishops Wood, Dundrum, home also
of Dundrum International Scout

centre. The purpose of the day was
to introduce the sport of orienteer-
ing to the scouts and cubs who also
attended. All members received a
badge for their uniforms.

Mountain  Pursuit Challenge
(MPC) in Cahir on Sunday 4th
December 2005, hosted by the
Venturers section was the first coun-
ty event for the troop. Scouts hiked
a route of approximately four miles
on the lower hills of the Galtees, just



overlooking Cahir, the purpose of
which was to give scouts a flavour of
hiking and the great outdoors in
general. A great day was had by all,
helped by excellent weather condi-
tions.

Scouts resumed after the
Christmas break on Friday, 6th
January. 15th January saw the 27th
Tipperary, Fethard scout troop host
the county challenge day. From ten
in the morning to nearly five in the
afternoon teams from Kilsheelan,
Carrick-on-Suir, Clonmel, Cahir,
Ardfinnan and Ballymacarbry bat-
tled it out over eleven rounds of
quiz questions, to eleven bases test-
ing the scouts physically, mentally,
on their scouting skills and their
sense of fun, humour and ability to
stay dry in the frequent showers of
rain on Sunday afternoon.

The winners of the competition
were team 21, representing the
22nd scout troop, Clonmel. The lads,
along with 2nd place team 4, repre-
senting the 9th scout troop,
Ardfinnan, went on to represent the
county at the national challenge
day in Kildare. Many thanks to all
the scouts who enthusiastically par-
ticipated in the competition and
their leaders, of course.

Next activity for the scouts was a
hike to Grove wood on 29th January.
Near perfect conditions ensured
everyone had a good day. Basic fire
lighting and some backwoods cook-
ing were taught. Just enough time
for a few games before we returned
to the ballroom at 16:00.

An action-packed weekend was
enjoyed by both the cub and scout
sections of the 27th Tipperary Troop,
when they went to Mount Melleray
Scout centre for the weekend. It was
the first weekend away for the troop
since reforming last October. While
a hectic two hours plus of games
was enjoyed by all shortly after
arrival Friday night, the programme
proper started on Saturday morn-
ing. While the cubs stayed around
the centre for the day enjoying
games, skills training and a short
hike, the scouts were putting their
stamina and map-reading skills to
the test on an all-day hike which
brought them into the hills and
forests of the Knockmealdowns to
the back of the centre. An unex-
pected surprise was snow on top of
one of the peaks — needless to say
the inevitable snowball fight proved
to be one of the highlights of the
walk! The day was finished off nice-
ly with the lads singing until they
were nearly hoarse at a campfire,
into the late hours of Saturday night.

Sunday morning saw more fun
and games for the cubs, while the
scouts went on a training exercise
for the up-coming county orienteer-
ing competition at the end of
March. Mass at noon, followed by
lunch and it was nearly time for
home.

Our return to Fethard saw the
entire troop of cubs and scouts, as
well as leaders get invested into the
scouts at the ballroom.The ceremo-
ny was conducted by Paul Collins,



County Commissioner for camping
and Sheila Power, County
Commissioner.  Service Awards
were also presented to leaders
Robert Phelan,John Cloonan, Philip
O’Donnell and John Noonan for 15,
10 and 5 years respectively.
Congratulations to all. Light refresh-
ments served afterwards marked the
end of what was a great weekend for
everybody:.

Thanks to the parents who drove
to and from Melleray, to Sheila and
Paul for representing the county, to
all those who helped with the cater-
ing, a special thanks to the leaders
(especially parent Dennis Gahan
who stayed for most of the weekend
— what can [ say, a natural born
leader!), and finally to the lads
themselves — well done on officially
becoming cubs and scouts this
weekend, hopefully it’s the start of a
long and interesting road for you!

On a number of occasions during
the year, the Civil Defence’s Matt
Peters called to teach basic first aid,
which was enjoyed by all scouts.
Our thanks go to him, please come
back anytime!

An old tradition of Fethard scouts
was renewed on St. Patrick’s Day
when the scouts, together with the
cubs, joined the guides and parad-
ed to 11:00 mass, sporting their new
uniforms. Their marching skills
need to be worked on, but the troop
looked well and all enjoyed the
experience.

The county Orienteering was held
on 26th March and was hosted this

year by the Carrick troop and held
in Lyrnalea wood outside Clonmel.
Preparation in the form of training
with maps at the weekly meetings
and the running of a course the
week before proved a great help to
the lads who, despite horrible
weather, stormed to a surprise victo-
ry in the under-14 class, taking the
team event and Ist (Brian
Delahunty and Gerry Horan) and
3rd (Eugene Walshe and Dean
Sharpe) places.Very well done to all
concerned!

The next County event was the
County Shield, and it was held in
Melleray on the weekend of the 5th
May. A team of 8 scouts was picked
- Gareth Lawrence (PL), Eugene
Walshe (APL), Ted Barrett, Gerry
Horan, Noel O’Brien, Brian
Delahunty, Louis Rice and Andrew
Maher. Meeting times moved to
18:30 on Friday nights to accommo-
date the extra training, with more
dates added in the run up to the
Shield itself. With the lads being
tested on every aspect of their
scouting knowledge over the week-
end — tent pitching, first aid, cook-
ing, pioneering, campfire entertain-
ment, map and compass to name
but a few, — it was important to
cover a lot of ground in the training.

There was additional training by
the Civil Defence in first aid and a
cooking hike to Grove wood also.

The event itself proved to be a
baptism of fire for our very young
team, the youngest on the field.
What the lads lacked in knowledge,



Fethard Scouts invested in 2006. Back L to R:Ted Barrett, Brian Delahunty, Noel O 'Brien,
Eugene Walsh, Dean Sharpe, Tony Myler, Andrew Maher; Louis Rice. Front L to R: Gerry
Horan, Gavin Lonergan, Jamie Walsh, Garreth Lawrence and Dylan Maher.

they more than made up for in good
behaviour, character and spirits,
something that was noted by all
leaders on the weekend. While no
trophies were won at the event
(although we came a very close 2nd
in the hiking competition on
Saturday afternoon),all the lads had
a great time, learned a little, and cer-
tainly they all want to go camping
again, which is always a good sign.
The event was won by the
Kilsheelan troop, our congratula-
tions go to them.

A planned hike up to Galtymore
had to be shortened to a hike up to
Lough Muskery, the largest of the
Galtee’s lakes, due to poor weather
conditions at the top. However, a
great day was had by all, the hike
being the first activity for some of
our new scouts,who had just moved

up from cubs — Andrew McGuire,
Colin Grant, Brian Healy and
Vincent Lawrence. We were also
joined by parent Eamon Delahunty.
Many thanks to Eamon for that, we
promise better weather for the next
one!

From poor weather to fantastic
weather — a near uninterrupted
two weeks of sunshine was enjoyed
by the scouts who attended
Clonmels Annual camp in
Ballycotton, East Cork, from July
22nd to August 5th. Camp was also
attended by the Kilsheelan and
Ardfinnan troops. Camp was
enjoyed by our full troop of scouts,
some opting to stay for one week,
some opting to stay for the full two
weeks. However long they stayed, |
think it’s fair to say that all had a fan-
tastic time, aided in no small part by



the aforementioned good weather,
good food, new friends made, and
an action-packed programme
which included treasure trails, regu-
lar trips to the beach (which was at
the end of the campsite), obstacle
courses,day trips to the RNLI facility
in Ballycotton and Cork city, “buy
your own food days”, campfire,
nightly entertainment programme
in the marquee to name but a few.
True to their word, camp veterans
Dermot Culligan and Mikey
McCarthy returned for their 7th
camp, this time a whole new experi-
ence for them as leaders. I think the
lads enjoyed themselves, there’s
talks of camp number eight already!

Special thanks has to go to camp
chiefs Joe Keane, Damien Moroney

and their merry bunch of leaders,
who yet again did a great job in run-
ning ‘Camp ’06’. Many thanks lads
for having us again, hope to see you
in a field somewhere in Ireland next
summer for a fortnight!

At the time of going to print, our
weekly meetings have just resumed
after the summer break with the
troop looking forward to another
action-packed year with hikes,
camping, orienteering, and county
events to look forward to.

Many thanks, as always, to the ever
faithful bunch of leaders — the
McCarthy brothers John and Mikey,
Dermot Culligan,Robert Phelan and
Philip O’Donnell — keep up the
good work lads. More from the 27th
Tipp in Newsletter 2007! =
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Casey family group when they lived in The Valley. Back L to R: Johnny Casey (father),
John Casey, Kit (Catherine) Mackey (mother) and Johnny Mackey (uncle), Mary Cassidy
(sister). In front Molly Mackey (grandmother) and child is Eileen Cassidy (niece).



If you go down to the woods today

Isuppose that what passes for
amusement in Fethard today is
playing a computer game, seeing a
film at the multiplex in Clonmel,
going to a disco or maybe hanging
about somewhere in town. I am
referring only to the legal options,
having taught teenagers for almost
forty years, I have a fair idea of what
the extra-legal possibilities for
amusement are.

In the Fethard of the 1950s, the era
when [ was growing up, opportuni-
ties for entertainment were some-
what limited by comparison with
now. The Capitol Cinema offered a
variety of fare,the programme being
changed every two or three days.We
wondered at the antics of the
Durango Kid, Hopalong Cassidy, Roy
Rogers and his horse Trigger and
Gene Autrey and his steed Champ.
Horror films revealed the ghoulish
behaviour of Bela Lugosi and Boris
Karloff. Entry cost four old pence
(4d) for the ‘Pit’, a location which
was accurately named. Nine-pence
got you into the ‘Parterre’. This was
on Sunday afternoons. During
evenings and weekdays prices rose
and it cost the exorbitant sum of 1/8
to ascend the dizzy heights of the
‘Balcony’.

Money was the big obstacle to all
of us when the matter of entertain-
ment arose. There was very little of it
about and most of us passed what
would today be classed as a miser-
able existence. However, we very

inventive and I cannot remember
any prolonged periods of what kids
today refer to peevishly as bore-
dom.One source of amusement was
Grove Wood, that area of plantation
on the far side of the railway line. It
was accessed by crossing over the
track at a number of locations. You
could cut across the fields at the
end of Jesuits’ Walk and cross the
“Boardy Bridge”. This footbridge
had steps either side and was main-
tained in good condition by CIE.
What state it is in now | have no idea
for it is well over forty years since |
passed that way. You could also get
to the woods by crossing the line
near Mikey Connors’ house or by
going to the entrance by the lodge
house across the road from Keyes
house. That house, [ note, has long
since disappeared. Walking the rail-
way line itself was an enjoyable
diversion. It was certainly not very
dangerous, there were four passen-
ger trains a day plus the occasional
goods train, and as lines go, it was
almost ghost-like. The exception was
the “beet campaign”. Transporting
sugar beet from farms to the sugar
factory at Thurles provided almost
round the clock business for the rail-
way from October to around
Christmas. The deep-throated notes
of the diesel engines, which by then
had superseded steam as propul-
sion for trains, resounded across the
country side for almost twenty four
hours of the day as convoys of beet-
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laden wagons headed for the sid-
ings at the sugar factory Even when
passenger services ended in 1963
the beet trains continued for a few
more years, finally ending at the end
of the ‘60s when lorries clogged up
the already inadequate roads and
plastered the surface with mud
inches thick.

However, | have digressed, nostal-
gia tends to make you do so. Grove
Wood was to many of us a place of
high adventure. There were trees to
climb and most of us became very
agile at this skill. It probably
annoyed our mothers because a
regular consequence of doing so
was to arrive home with the seat of
your trousers somewhat adrift.
Clothes were expensive and their
premature demise put a severe
strain on the family budget when

26

money was tight as it invariably was
in the 1950s.The wood had plenty of
hazel trees.These yielded a very soft
pliable wood which we used to
make bows and arrows and enact
some of the scenes we had beheld
in westerns at the cinema. Cutting
them down had its dangers in the
person of Paddy Sullivan, the game-
keeper at Grove. If he caught you he
would threaten to bring in the
Gardai, something which in those
days, when the police were held in
awe, put the fear of God into most of
us. Getting involved with the Gardai
also brought your family into disre-
pute and reflected badly on your
parents. However, Paddy’s bark was
worse than his bite and we came to
realise that, provided we confined
our forays into the wood to getting a
bit of material for bows and arrows,



we were safe. In the autumn, hazel
trees came into their own and pro-
duced those nuts for which you can
now pay handsomely in the shops.
To us they came free, we enjoyed
eating them but did not realise how
lucky we were at the time to have
them in such abundance.

Summer in the wood was a most
enjoyable time. You
spotted numerous
varieties of wildlife.
I remember seeing
red squirrels, shy,
frightened  crea-
tures, which fled as
soon as they spot-
ted you. I last saw
one in Grove Wood
over forty years ago
and had to wait
until T visited the JeESS
Red Squirrel F=
Sanctuary near
Formby on the i &
Lancashire coast a i
few years ago to see i
another. Here, safe
from predators,they
are more conspicu-
ous, cheeky almost. You saw foxes
and realised how wary these were.
They had good reason for late sum-
mer brought the cub-hunting sea-
son, which the hunt used to train
novice hounds and to break up fam-
ilies to facilitate hunting in the main
season. The odd stoat flitting past
with a kill was a sight, town-dweller
that [ am now, | have not observed
for nearly half a century.

Bro Kieran walking by Grove Wood 1956

Autumn brought horse chestnuts
in abundance. The main source of
these for playing conkers was the
small wood at Knockborden. It had
numerous trees which yielded a
superior type of conker and, [ recall,
spending evenings and weekends in
October gathering them. Many had
already fallen to the ground, others
-, we would dislodge
by throwing
 branches into the
trees. By that time
of year the

g% cvenings were
short and the tem-
perature fell

sharply as soon as
the sun set. We
often went home
with numb hands
but with plenty of
" material for conker
| fights at school the
next day [ notice
that these trees
have now been
felled and feel sad
that a source of
one of the pleas-
ures of childhood has gone.

As I 'sit here in November with the
nights drawing in and the tempera-
ture falling though not as low as it
fell when I was young — the South
Devon Coast and global warming
having something to do with this —
[ realise how rich in the things
which really matter, childhood was,
and feel grateful and nostalgic. %
Tommy Healy



Fethard & Killusty Community Games

Fethard & Killusty area enjoyed
one of the best years ever with
a total of twenty-eight competitors
qualifying for HSE National Finals in
Mosney. The following seven com-
petitors all won gold at
various County Finals. &=
First boy to strike gold ¥

was 6-yearold Jack
Ward, son of John and
Liza Ward, Garrinch,
who won the u/8 art
competition. Laura
Rice, Everardsgrange,
won the girls u/16 art F*

competition and repre- S
sented Fethard in art for f s
the second time. BB

Andrew Maguire,
Annesgift,won the boys u/10 model-
making event; Philip Maher,

Ballybough, won the boys u/12
freestyle swimming event for the
second time. Aobh O’Shea, The
Valley, Natalie Cahill, Woodvale

Jack Ward, Garrinch

Walk, Lorraine Feery, Claremore,
Killusty, Padraig O’Shea, The Valley,
and Gary Bradshaw, The Green, all
won gold in the judo events.
Charlotte Hatton, Ardsallagh, won
PR silver  in girls’ u/10
model-making; Michael
Kelly, Abbey Court, won
bronze in boys u/10
model-making and Jack
® Connolly, The Green,
! won bronze in boys

® u/l14 model-making.
Model-making is an
event comparatively

new to the area.

Louis Rice, brother of
Laura, won a silver
medal in the boys’ u/14
art competition. Emma Walsh, Main
Street, Kate Delahunty, Market Hill,
and Dean Kenny,Woodvale Walk, all
won silver medals in the judo coun-
ty final. Kate Delahunty, daughter of
Tom and Antoinette, Market Hill,

Fethard artists who took part in the Community Games Art & Modelling County Final held
in Fethard Ballroom. L to R: Nicole Looby, Jane Holohan, Deirdre Dwyer, Laura Rice, Faye
Manton and Evie O 'Sullivan.



Community Games judo winners who represented Tipperary at the Munster Finals.
Back L to R: coach Eric O'Donnell, Natalie Cahill, Lorraine Feery,Alan Sutcliffe and
Padraig O'Shea. Front L to R: Patrick Doyle,Aobh O 'Shea, Eimear White, Gary Bradshauw.

won the Samantha Feery Memorial
Shield for the best player of the day;
which was presented by Angela
Woodlock, President of Fethard
Judo Club.This Shield is in memory
of the late Samantha Feery, Killusty,
who was one of community games
star competitors especially in the
sport of judo, and who .
tragically lost her life last
year.

Faye Manton and Evie
O’Sullivan, both of Main |
Street, Jane Holohan, *
Grangeduff, and Amy
Lyons, Woodvale Walk,
travelled to Thurles -
where they competed in
the county final of the ¥
u/14 Table Quiz

in dreadful weather conditions.

No joy here for the rugby teams
but both volleyball teams were suc-
cessful and Gary Bradshaw, Padraig
O’Shea and Lorraine Feery all won
their respective Judo categories.
Teams were:

Under-11 Tag Rugby: Adam
Eameew Fitzgerald, David
s Morgan, Donal Walsh,
- Russell Casey,Kyle Walsh,
ﬂ. Emma Walsh, Charlie
Manton, Tommy Anglim,
Eoin Hurley, Zoé Mabher,
Derek  O’Brien and
James Harrington.

Under-14 Tag Rugby:
Y Joe Morgan,Will Morgan,
- Anita Pollard, Shannon
¥ O'Brien, Michael Smith,

The u/11 rugby team Fhilip MaherBallybough Pphijlip Maher, Kieran

were beaten in the County Final by
Nenagh but both the u/11 and u/14
tag rugby teams and boys u/15 and
girls u/16 volleyball teams qualified
for the Munster finals in University
of Limerick in July,which took place

Walsh, Nicola Harrington, Jessica
Kenny, Dylan Fitzgerald, Jack
Devaney and Cathal Hurley.
Volleyball Under-15 Boys: Ciaran
Ryan, Matthew Fitzgerald, Jerome
Ahearne, Kevin Hayes, Glen Maher,



Michael Fitzgerald, Damien
Morrissey, Padraig O’Shea, Darren
Thompson, Joseph Sheehan and
Tommy Sheehan.

Volleyball Under16 Girls: Carrie
Sweeney, Chloe Gough, Lisa Anglim,
Sarah Conway, Debbie Lawrence,
Mary Anne Keane, Leslie Looby,
Niamh Fanning, Aisha Tobin, Laura
Rice,Kelley Coady and Sarah Hayes.

We had great results again in
Mosney where Gary Bradshaw and
Padraig O’Shea both won gold
medals in Judo, much to the delight
of manager Alice Feery The girls’
volleyball team won silver and the
boys volleyball team won bronze,
while the remainder of the competi-
tors all gave a good account of
themselves in very high class com-
petitions. Dedicated and hardwork-
ing volleyball manager, Denis Burke,
stated he was more than pleased
with the performances given by

both his teams where the atmos-
phere was electric in finals which
went to three games,in nip and tuck
matches, with Fethard losing by only
the narrowest of margins. However,
everybody had a good time, which
is what sport is all about. Managers:
Denis Burke, Alice Feery, Helena
O’Shea, Patricia Breen and Joe
Keane.

Unfortunately no one qualified at
county level for the national finals.

The committee would like to say
well done to everybody who partici-
pated, congratulations to all medal-
lists, and a special thank you to
those who contributed financially,
stood on church gate collections,
assisted with running the events
and helped in any way. We are look-
ing forward to 2007 and send very
best wishes for Christmas and the
New Year to all those at home and
abroad. %

Fethard Main Street ¢.1900
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Photographed at the launch of Fethard Medieval Trail brochure are L to R: Doirin Saurus

(Chairperson Fethard Historical Society), John Bradley, Senior Lecturer Department of
Modern History, NUI Maynooth, who officially launched the brochure, Tim Robinson, who
recently restored and now lives in the early post-medieval town house at Watergate, John

Devane (Tipperary Leader Group) and Eamon McEneaney (Chair of The Heritage Council
Irish Walled Towns Network).

Fethard Historical Society con-
tinues to promote Fethard, its
history and heritage, and feel that
finally the ‘Old Walled Town’ is get-
ting the recognition it deserves.The
good news is that, in the coming
months a major conservation plan
financed by the Heritage Council,
will be produced for the Town Wall
area of Fethard.

The society is very happy with this
news as the new conservation plan
will set guidelines for all future
development near the walls. This,
hopefully, will avoid possible con-
flicts that arise in the planning
process, as the society has no inter-
est in getting involved in individual
situations if at all possible. What we
have been looking for is a proper
conservation and development

plan for the old town area and then
both developers and citizens know
where they stand and real progress
can occur.

Fethard’s membership of the
recently formed Irish Walled Towns
Network is one of the main reasons
why our star is rising, as it is clear to
all that,apart from Derry; Fethard has
the most complete and impressive
town walls in the country Members
of the society went to Derry,
Kilmallock and Drogheda and the
IWTN committee had their summer
meeting in Tim Robinson and
Catherine Corcoran’s wonderfully
restored medieval home at
Watergate.

The other good development dur-
ing the year was the publication by
the society of a beautiful new

31



‘Walking Trail’ of the old town. The
colourful brochure, printed on hard
laminated paper, is available free
from shops and bars in the town and
a digital version can be downloaded
from the fethard.com website.

The whole Tipperariana phenom-
enon has been a great success and
is the society’s main fund-raising
event of the year. The ‘Tipperariana
Book of the Year is also quietly
establishing itself as a significant
event and the presentation night, in
late January, is always one of the
most enjoyable nights of the year.
The 2005 and fourth winner, Dr.
David Butler of Cahir, was very
pleased with his presentation for his
excellent historical study on the reli-
gious and land rivalries in Tipperary:.

Apart from the usual lectures and
outings (one to Cape Clear Island in
September) an unusual event took
place in the Abymill on 11th August.
Members of the society, aided by
seasoned actors from Fethard and
Cloneen and by other ‘unseasoned’
actors from the general area put on
a stage reading of a play ‘Quilting

the Armour’ The play followed the
lives of the Kelly women, especially
Ned’s mother, Ellen, and sisters
Maggie sand Kate.This all happened
very fast when one of the play’s
authors, Brenda Addie, arrived from
Australia and said, “how’s about it
mate?” The society would very
much like to thank all who helped
to put the show on the road at such
short notice.

Officers elected for 2006 at our
AGM held on Tuesday 28th March,
were: Chairperson, Déirin Saurus;
Vice-chairperson, Mary Hanrahan;
Secretary, Margaret Newport;
Assistant Secretary, Peter Delaney;
Treasurer, Catherine O’Flynn; and
PRO, Terry Cunningham. Committee
members: Kitty Delany, Tim
Robinson, Marie O’Donnell, Di
Stokes, Mary Cummins, Peter Grant
and Pat Looby (Events Planner).

The Historical Society would like
to wish a happy Christmas and New
Year to Fethard people everywhere
and to welcome all the new people
who are making the Fethard area
their home. Slan. %

Photographed at lecture on ‘Fethard Men who Fought in the Great War’, by Tony Newport,
are L to R: Rena Lawrence, Nellie Shortall, Tony Newport and Laura Greene.



Henry Kellett — explorer from Fethard

ice Admiral Sir Henry Kellett

was born in Fethard in 1806.
The family home was Clonacody
House, purchased by Conor
Carrigan from the Kelletts in the mid
1930s. At the age of 16 years, Henry
travelled to Cork and joined the
British Navy. He spent the rest of his
working life serving at sea, before he
retired in 1871 to his native Fethard.
In the interim years he served all
over the world and rose to the
rank of Vice Admiral in
charge of the China fleet
based in Hong Kong.
He left his mark in
various places —
Kellett Point in
Canada and Kellett
Island in Hong Kong
being named after |
him. The Kellett | 4
Storehouse in Canada
— a shelter for explor-
ers in the desolate
northern regions — was
built by him and survives
to this day as one of that
nation’s national treasures. It was
noted in one journal that this refuge
was used over a hundred years after
it was built.

His early years were spent in the
Caribbean, working as a hydro-
graphic surveyor, mapping the coast
of Panama and Columbia. After a
number of years, he returned and
was stationed on the coast of West
Africa helping to stamp out the

il —
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trade in slaves which, due to public
pressure, had been outlawed by the
British government. He returned
once again to South America after
his tour of duty in Africa, before
being commissioned to the East
Indies. On both those tours he
served with a Canadian-born officer
called Edward Belcher,a man who
became important in Kellett’s life in
later years. This was the time of the
Opium Wars, when the British
fought the Chinese and
gained control of Hong
Kong. He was serving

as captain on the
HMS Herald at the
time and was one of
. the first officers to
" set foot on Hong
. Kong island which
. y duly became the
¥ property of the
British Crown. Henry
Kellett was awarded
medals for his bravery in
battle and began to rise
through the ranks of the navy.
Upon his return from the East,
Kellett served in the first of his four
Arctic expeditions. His final Arctic
trip was as captain of a ship called
the ‘Resolute’. Four ships, under the
overall command of Sir Edward
Belcher, went in search of the lost
members of a previous expedition,
the Franklin expedition, that had
gone looking for the North West pas-
sage from the Atlantic to the Pacific.



They never found that missing party,
but did rescue the crew of another
ship, ‘The Investigator’, that had run
into trouble in the Arctic.

After a long tour of duty, the
Resolute became trapped in the ice.
Kellett was willing to spend the win-
ter on board the ship as it was spe-
cially modified to withstand the
Arctic conditions (such as a triple
thick hull to prevent the ice break-
ing through), and had ample sup-
plies to see out the harsh winter.
Belcher, however, had
had enough of the
severe conditions and
ordered Kellett to
abandon his ship.
Kellett protested, but in
the end had to obey
orders.He and his men
left their ship in the ice
and made their way
overland to the other
ships from the expedi-
tion. They returned to

Belcher
were court marshalled.

Kellett was found not guilty of any
crime, as he was duty bound to
obey his commanding officer. He
soon received a promotion to the
rank of Commodore and took com-
mand of the fleet in the Caribbean.
Belcher also got off without punish-
ment, as he was the commanding
officer of the expedition and thus it
was his right to abandon a ship if he
saw fit. His real punishment was the
loss of any further command,

President John FKennedy sitting
England, where both "4 she ormate desk carved from Present — to

though it didn’t prevent the Crown
from making him a KCB and the
Navy promoting him to Admiral.
The Resolute, having been aban-
doned in the ice,worked its way out
once the thaw set in. It took off on a
voyage of its own and was found by
an American whaler, Captain
Buddington, 1200 miles from where
it had been abandoned. He and his
crew claimed it as sea salvage and
sailed it to Connecticut. The
American Government heard about
the ship and decided
to buy it from
Buddington and have
it restored.They agreed
a price, took posses-
sion of the ship and
then stalled on the
payment. He ended up
with nothing, though
M he did negotiate a
8 reward for his men.
The ship was then
restored and given as a
Queen

and Kellett Admiral Kellett's boat ‘Resolute’ Victoria as a gesture of

goodwill from the
United States. It re-entered service
but was never given a commission.
In 1879, when the ship was eventual-
ly officially decommissioned,
Queen Victoria ordered that the
finest timbers were to be saved and
fashioned into a desk. Once built, it
was presented to President
Rutherford Hayes who placed it in
the Oval Office in the White House
where it has remained, apart from a
brief spell in a museum, ever since.



Little did the man from Fethard
know where parts of his ship would
eventually end up after he was
forced to give her up to the snow
and the ice.

Kellett moved from his command
in the Caribbean to Malta where he
was superintendent of the Malta
dockyard, before being promoted to
Vice Admiral and given overall com-
mand of the fleet in China, based on
the island of Hong Kong which he
had helped to secure as a younger
man. He remained
there until his retire- [
ment in 1871. He then
returned to Clonacody |
where he died in 1875.
He is buried in the
grounds of the Holy
Trinity Church in
Fethard. Not a man
given to ostentation, he
asked that his grave be
marked with his ward
room table.It remained
on the grave for many

at some point due to
deterioration by the weather. Its
present whereabouts is unknown.
Earlier this year, members of the
Kellett family returned to Fethard to
view the former family home at
Clonacody. Diana Holderness, great
grandniece of the Admiral, travelled
with her son Edward and daughter
Emma. They were shown the family
graves in the grounds of the Holy
Trinity Church and the monument
to Richard Henry Kellett, Diana’s

L to R: Conor Carrigan, Lady
Diana Holderness, Lady Emma - L
years, but was removed Brooksbank and at the rear; the surveying the Pacific to

Hon. Edward Wood.

uncle, who died in the First World
War. They brought pictures of many
of the Admiral’s personal artefacts,
such as the sledge flag from his
snow trek in the Arctic (with an
inverted Union Jack, which is very
unusual), his medals from his cam-
paigns, drawings of the Resolute, his
flute and a fine miniature portrait.
Henry Kellett led a most remark-
able life. His story is virtually
unknown, unlike the other Irish
explorers, Shackleton and Tom Crean
o but he did leave his
mark on the world in a
quieter way. He was,
according to research
« I carried out in the 1920s,
| the only naval surveyor
| ever to rise to the rank
of Commanderin-Chief
in the history of the
British Navy, His life was
a true adventure, living
in an era when the sun
never set on the British
Empire, taking him from

fighting the slave
traders in the Atlantic. He captained
a botanical survey that circumnavi-
gated the world and fought in the
Opium War, as well as making four
expeditions to the icy northern terri-
tories. Having risen to the top in his
chosen field, sailing on and com-
manding over the high seas of the
world, he returned to the more tran-
quil environment of his native Fethard
to spend the rest of his life. %

Vincent Murphy
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Killusty National School pupils photographed with teachers Ms Catriona Morrissey and

a o

Ms Frances Harrington (Principal) on 17th May 2006

he school year 2005/2006 was

another year filled to the brim
with ‘all kinds of everything’. The
staff for this year: Frances
Harrington, Principal, who teaches
junior infants to second class;
Caitriona Morrissey, who teaches
third class to sixth class,and Helena
Delany, who is our special educa-
tion teacher. Tracy Wallace and Una
Hughes are our special needs assis-
tants. Karen McGree is our music
teacher. Noel Byrne is our GAA
coach and Joan Allen is our school
caretaker.

All the pupils returned to school
in September refreshed, renewed
and ready for spiritual, intellectual,
social and physical development in
the new school year. In the first
term, the children enjoyed their out-

ing to the Clan Cluana production
of Fionn McCumbhaill. In December,
the parents and families joined us in
Sacred Heart Church, Killusty, where
the pupils gave us a beautiful, sea-
sonal rendition of Christmas carols
and poetry. The carol service, in the
Christmas spirit, was simplicity at its
best.

In the New Year, our second term,
the children embarked on a new
experience for the pupils of Killusty
NS when swimming was undertak-
en for the first time. For ten weeks,
our trips to Clonmel Swimming Pool
were loved by all.

One of the highlights of the year
occurred on 25th February — a
‘Youth Mass’ was celebrated, as part
of the Augustinian 700 celebrations,
by Rev. Fr. Joe Walsh in the Abbey



Church. It was a special occasion for
all our pupils and especially for
Nick Cleverly, Shannon Hickey,
Michelle Walsh and Joseph Morgan
who were all prizewinners in the art
competition held in conjunction
with the celebrations. Nick was out-
right winner in the competition. A
great honour for the school!

In the third term, Ronan Coffey,
Orla Walsh and Thomas Sheehan,
made their First Penance on 9th
May and received their First Holy
Communion on 4th June.

On 12th May, our fifth and sixth
classes, Nicholas Cleverly, Joseph
Morgan, Seamus Holohan, Shane
Power, Anita Pollard, Nathalie Cahill,
Leanne Sheehan, William Morgan,
Mathew Holohan, Jessica Conran,
Nicola Harrington, Aisling
Harrington and Shannon O’Brien
were confirmed with the pupils of
Nano Nagle and Saint Patrick’s Boys’

K1

Killusty Junior Infants class 2006 L to R: Leah Coen (Fethard), Caoimhe O'Meara

national schools.

It was a busy year throughout. Our
sponsored walk and Christmas
Draw helped to fund our swimming
lessons, recorder lessons and many
more activities, thanks to the sup-
port of our parents and the continu-
ous support of our Board of
Management, especially Rev. Fr. Tom
Breen. During the year, our pupils
supported many charities, including
the Shoebox Toy Appeal at
Christmas time, the National
Council for the Blind and the
Hospice Movement. Our school year
came to a close in June, when our
five new entrants, Leah Coen, Ben
Coen, Carrie Davey, Caoimhe

O’Meara and Jessica Gainford,
joined us for three days in prepara-
tion for their big day in September.
Our sixth class had their big day in
September when they moved onto
pastures new. Time marched on.

(Killusty), Ben Coen (Killusty), Jessica Gainford (Killusty) and Carrie Davey (Tinakelly).



Ned Bulfin’s milk accounts

s [ wrote in a previous article

for the Fethard Newsletter
some years back,Ned Bulfin was my
uncle - his sister Bridie Bulfin being
my mother. Although [ grew up in
Clonmel there was always a close
connection  between  Tommy
Bulfin’s family in The Valley and also
with Ned, Michael and Jim who
lived opposite the creamery on the
Grove Road.

When Ned died in 1978 he left the
contents of the Grove Road house
to my sister Helen and me, although
we did not take any of the items
until after Jim’s death some years
later. Eventually, however, I brought
some items of furniture to Galway

and found in the drawers of a side-
board some papers dealing with his
milk business. These I put in a filing
cabinet and more or less forgot
about until the recent arrival of
another excellent (2005) Fethard
Newsletter started me thinking
about them. The surviving items
consisted of a ledger, a set of
accounts and some other miscella-
neous invoices and letters.

From the 1930s to 1970s, Ned and
his brothers were the milk deliver-
ing supremos of Fethard. It was long
before the bottle and tetra pack era.
Milk was dispensed from churns
and large cans into customers’ jugs
and small milk cans on the

Joan Fergus photographed with Ned Bulfin delivering milk in his cart. 1955



doorstep. A low horse drawn milk
dray and in later years a van (driven
by Michael) was the means of trans-
port. Initial recording of what was
sold was on to school copy books
and then by summary in a hand
written ledger.

The ledger for the 1950s lists
approximately fifty customers of
whom about one third seem to have
been long term credit customers. It
is not clear to me if this was the
entirety of his customers or just
those who were credit customers.
The names are too numerous to
mention — Slattery, Dorney, Coffey,
McCarthy, Tracey, Toppin, Patrician
Brothers, Ryan, Allen, Kenny, Hurley;
Miller, Hennessy and Napier being
just a totally random sample. Milk
was four old pence (pre-decimalisa-
tion and euro) a pint — under 2
cents (1.66 exactly) a pint in our
euro money. There appeared to be
some type of milk voucher system
in operation for needy cases.

Most of the credit customers
seemed to pay weekly or monthly
but the ledger reveals that in a few
cases some very long credit periods
were taken. One customer paid
annually but never cleared the
account — each year the amount
due would rise by §70 or $80 then
§50 or §60 would be paid on
account and the process would
start all over again with the unpaid
balance increasing inexorably.
Another account ran and remained
unpaid from November 1953 to
October 1959 at which point the

outstanding total was $235.4.8d.
Milk is about thirty four times dearer
now than in the 1950s (1.66 cent a
pint then versus approximately 57
cent a pint now) so in today’s prices
this would be the equivalent of hav-
ing an unpaid milk bill of €10,000!
This and indeed all accounts were
eventually honoured in full. Older
readers can speculate as to who ran
up a six year milk bill before paying
but it might be as well to wait anoth-
er 50 years before revealing all.I has-
ten to say it is not any of those men-
tioned on the random sample of
customers listed above.

The set of accounts that has sur-
vived are for the year 1956.The audi-
tors were the grandly named
Pelham Plunkett & Co.,Incorporated
Accountants of Dublin, Waterford
and 52 Gladstone St Clonmel. It
shows milk sales of §3,160.13.4d
and stock sales of §789. Costs came
to §3,481 and profit for the year was
given as $§472. Under costs Ned
bought in about ten percent of the
milk he sold and paid §750 for hay,
straw and roots. He also shows a fig-
ure of §557 for wages and $64 for
van expenses.An accompanying let-
ter from Pelham Plunkett states that
the estimate for income tax liability
for 1956 would be between $5 and
$6.I'm sure this small figure pleased
Ned - he had a great dislike and
dread of the ‘tax man’ as several
other letters in the file make all too
clear.

Looking at the milk sales of
§3,160,— with milk at 4d (pence) a



pint and with 240d to the pound
Ned — assisted by Michael and Jim
and not forgetting the redoubtable
Veronica (Ned’s wife of a late mar-
riage) and Mrs Duncan — pro-
duced and distributed just short of
200,000 pints of milk in Fethard for
the year of 1956 and this they had
done and continued to do year in
year out for about 40 years.

Looking at his §472
profit for the year it is
interesting to note that
in the same year - 1956 -
[ started on my first job
in Dublin Airport. It was
with Aer Lingus as a
Traffic Clerk Grade IV at
a commencing salary
of §283 a year! Aer
Lingus would be con-
sidered a very good job
— in the mid 1950s a lot
of people in Fethard
and elsewhere in [reland were work-
ing for §150 a year or less if they
could get a job at all. This - the mid
1950s - was the peak period for emi-
gration to England with about
40,000 Irish people a year leaving
the country in search of employ-
ment. A glance at the articles and
addresses of any annual Fethard
Newsletter will show that Fethard
was well represented among that
40,000.

Also on the file is an invoice
dated 11th August 1956 from
Michael D. Stokes Fethard (Phone
Fethard 5) for hay cutting and draw-
ing. The hay cutting was done

Jim Bulfin

(undated) on Killenaule Road,
Elwarts Bog, Schofields and Coffeys
and the charge was §9.10.0d.
Between 6th and 9th of August 1956
Michael was engaged in drawing a
total of 82 trams of hay at a total cost
of §10.12.6d for 17 hours work. This
works out at 12s.6d an hour or
about 62 cents in present day
money if my complicated conver-
sions are right. The invoice
total was §21.2.6d but
Michael Stokes very fairly
rounded the amount due
down to $20. The receipt
had a 2d stamp affixed as
was the legal requirement
in those days.

This was the pattern for
many years until Ned
retired from the milk deliv-
ery business in the early
1970s. His nephew Tommy
carried it on for some more
years but the winds of change were
coming to Fethard and the rest of
Ireland. Very strict health, hygiene
and other legislation made the sell-
ing of loose milk a thing of the past.
It became impossible, indeed for
practical purposes not even lawful,
for a small sole operator to sell retail
milk.The day of the large co-op milk
producer, the plastic container and
tetra pack had arrived. So ended an
era but in their time Ned, Michael,
Jim and Tommy Bulfin served the
Fethard community long and well
and their years of service should not
be forgotten. %

Neil Sharkey, Headford, Co.Galway
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Fine Gael presentation to Cllr John Holohan and his wife, Marie, at Lonergan’s Pub in the
late 1970s.L to R: Sean Kelly, John O’Donovan, Sean Henehan, Michael Trehy, Tommy
Bulfin, Mrs Marie Holohan, Laura Henehan (girl), John Clancy,John Holohan MCC, Paddy
Broderick, Martin Healy, Michael O’Dwyer and Mick Tiehy.

Il

L to R: Margaret Furcell, Ann O'Neill, Honor Mulligan and Marian Mulligan (front) c.1955



Fethard Players

Fethard Players Cast of '12 Angry Men' photographed on stage in the Abymill after per-
formance. L to R: Marian Gilpin, Anne McGrath, Eoin Whyte, Mary O'Connell, Tommy
O 'Brien, John Fogarty, Angela Dillon-Whyte, Gerry Fogarty, Liam O'Connor; Joe Hanley,
Colm McGrath, Jimmy O'Sullivan and Anne Connolly.

ethard Players took to the

boards in November this year
with a play called "12 Angry Men"
excellently produced and directed
by Austin O'Flynn, who also
designed and produced the most
effective set.

The play was about a 16-year-old
youth accused of the murder of his
father, who, if found guilty, would be
sentenced to death. The 12 angry
men were the jury who had to retire
to consider their verdict and conse-
quently this young man’s future. The
action then revolves around one
man's conviction that there was rea-
sonable doubt regarding the evi-
dence, which was pointing to his
guilt. He managed, in his quiet rea-
soned way to get them to tease out
this evidence minutely and got
them to think objectively about

what had happened. One by one he
swayed them to his way of thinking,
but not without friction between
them and outbursts of bad temper
and at times the tension was palpa-
ble. Each one of them showed
shades of their personality and
background, and some their preju-
dices, which coloured their way of
thinking.

The set, in its austerity, lent itself to
this play, and the acting was splen-
did, each one of the cast giving a
credible and rounded performance.
There were three newcomers who
acquitted themselves well and were
a definite asset to the play, Liam
O’Connor from Ballyvaden, Colm
McGrath from Rathkenny and Anne
McGrath from Clonmel. Long may
they stay with the Fethard Players.
The other ‘older’ members of the



cast were, Anne Connolly, Marian
Gilpin, Mary O'Connell, Angela
Dillon-Whyte, Jimmy O'Sullivan,
John Fogarty, Gerry Fogarty, Joe

Hanley, Tommy O'Brien and Eoin
Whyte. Congratulations to all con-
cerned, it was a great night's enter-
tainment. 3

Abymill Theatre, The Mill (Fethard) Ltd

Austin O’Flynn, our administra-
tor, is continuing to do a won-
derful job on the running of the
building. It is looking extremely well
and is truly one of the pride and
joys of the area.

After the success of last year’s play,
the Fethard Players staged the very
famous ‘12 Angry Men’in November.
In December the school staged the
ever-popular ‘Grease’.

Aidan Ward, a former native of
Kerry Street, held a very successful
concert in Abymill in late

September. The support was our
own local school-based group, Lory
Kenny, Kevin Maher, Paul McCarthy
and Declan Doyle.

Gerry Fogarty is still keeping all at

bingo happy, with more than a lit-
tle help from Jacinta O’Flynn.
Christy ~ Mullins and Mary
Morrissey do a wonderful job
looking after the building.

At our last AGM, held on Thursday
6th July 2006, the following board
members were recorded: Joe
Kenny (Chairperson), Marian Gilpin
(Secretary), Agnes Evans
(Treasurer),  Austin O’Flynn
(Administrator), Michael McCarthy,
Vincent Murphy, Eileen Maher,
Carmel Rice, Bernard Walsh and
Mary McCormack.

A vote of sympathy was passed to
Michael O'Dwyer on the death of
his wife Noelle, a director of
Abymill. s

Local Fethard band, The Autocats, on stage in the Abymill

b A

.The young band features L to R:

Lory Kenny on guitar; Kevin Maher on vocals; Declan Doyle on bass; Paul McCarthy on
drums; and Fintan Maher on guitar.



It’s a Long Way to Tipperary

was fortunate, during my time

with Marconi Marine and the
[rish Aviation Authority; to travel to
many different parts of the world.
Except for a brief trip to the Gulf of
Maracaibo (Venezuela) in the six-
ties,] had not visited South America.

The opportunity arose in 1999. In
June of that year our administration
had the honour of hosting an
International Civil Aviation (ICAO)
conference, which was held in
Limerick. We viewed it as a singular
honour to have so many nationali-
ties present in our country (USA,
Canada, France, UK, Australia, Spain,
Holland, Denmark, Iceland, Nigeria,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Portugal, and of
course Brazil), accordingly, with
enthusiastic assistance from the
tourist board, we pulled out all the
stops for the visitors and their guests.
Most delegates were accompanied
by their wives/husbands, plus, in
some cases, children, and we saw
the opportunity to showcase our
country in a positive manner. The
weather gods smiled benevolently
on our endeavours and we hardly
saw a shower of rain during their 3-
week sojourn.

Whilst the delegates attended our
plenary sessions each weekday, the
guests were taken shopping and
sight seeing, with IAA wives along to
help ferret out the bargains. At week-
ends, when the total party, which
numbered 30, was available, we
planned trips further afield to the

Lakes of Killarney, Cliffs of Moher,
Alwee Caves, Glen of Aherlow, Rock
of Cashel, Foynes Flying Boat
Museum, not to mention a few hurl-
ing matches. Evening entertainment,
including an open air barbecue at
our own home, was organised. None
were more impressed by the Irish
Cead Mile Failte than the Brazilians,
who had sent three representatives
from the military: General Ricardo,
Colonel Alvez and Colonel Alberto,
accompanied by their three lovely
wives.

As the conference concluded
after three weeks, the Brazilians for-
mally paid a most generous tribute
to their “Irish hosts”and wished to be
considered for hosting the next con-
ference, which was scheduled for
early 2000. Lest the opportunity be
lost by an offer from another state, [
immediately moved to second the
Brazilians’ proposal, which was then
accepted. South America would be
my destination at long last.

The Brazilians spent the day
before leaving for home meeting
with my wife and me to be
appraised of all the preparations we
had made. Obviously they did not
wish to be found wanting when their
turn arrived. One little matter
remained before their departure via
London for Rio.They had picked up
a parking fine in Limerick and they
wished to know where to pay the
fine. I was able to assure them that,
for parking fines on their self-drive



vehicle, I would have no difficulty
with the local council in “arranging”
cancellation of same. With the mili-
tary background, I suspected that
they were most anxious to ensure
that they did not attempt to leave a
foreign state with a fine, be it minor,
hanging over them.

Early February of 2000 was the
three-week period set aside for the
conference in Rio de Janeiro. On a
cold February morning Mary and I
departed Shannon with Aer Lingus
on a flight to London.The company
always booked personnel above a
certain grade as first class, but not
spouses.The difference between first
class and economy from Shannon to
Brazil return amounted to almost
[R§2,000. Mary would prefer to use
that money (or part of it anyway) for
a “shopping spree” so she travelled
economy. We had a six-hour
stopover in Heathrow for a connec-
tion with the Varig flight to Rio.When

i

time approached for embarking our
names were called to proceed to the
Varig ticket desk, where Mary’s ticket
was examined and replaced with a
First Class ticket for the 13-hour flight
to Rio via Sao Paulo. (The arm of the
Brazilian military had a long reach).

On the flight we were again sin-
gled out, treated like VIPs, and invit-
ed on to the flight deck by Capt
Gomez, who insisted that we remain
there for the landing at Sao Paulo.
The Captain explained that he was a
collector of old coins. [ was able to
present him with some old Irish
coins — | had a supply for our
Brazilian hosts. He was so apprecia-
tive that he jumped to his feet, salut-
ed in a military fashion,and present-
ed Mary with his “wings”. Fortunately
the co-pilot continued to attend to
the landing of the aircraft.

On arrival at Rio, which is the cul-
tural capital of Brazil, we were met
by General Ricardo, resplendent in
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his full uniform, and swiftly ushered
through emigration and customs.
Outside was the General’s chauffeur
driven car, complete with motorcy-
cle escort, and we were whisked
through the streets to our hotel. The
General explained that he would
allow us some time to freshen up
but that “the Ambassador” would be
hosting a reception that evening in
the Portuguese Embassy for all dele-
gates to the meeting. Safely
ensconced in our airconditioned
room, [ wondered aloud if they were
mistaking us for government minis-
ters and that the axe would fall in a
big way if this came to the attention
of the Irish government. Mary felt
that this was the way the Brazilian
military treated their guests and that
it was their way of saying thanks for
our hospitality the previous year.

The Portuguese Embassy was cho-
sen, we learned later that evening at
the reception,due to the fact that the
General Ricardo’s motherin-law was
the Brazilian Ambassador to
Portugal,and she was back home for
the carnival, which is held every
February Madame Ambassador host-
ed a most beautiful dinner in hon-
our of all delegates that evening. As
we were introduced to her by her
daughter, she spoke in her lovely
accented English, “You are a long
way from Tipperary”. Obviously she
had done her homework.

I had done some homework
myself and I could see that she was
mildly surprised at some of the ques-
tions [ asked. On her part, she asked

about Tipperary (her daughter had
obviously briefed her from her visit)
and she was surprised when I point-
ed out that the song,“It's A Long way
to Tipperary”, was a British Army
song. Madame Ambassador had par-
ticular interest in how the Catholic
Church and state mixed in Ireland. [
explained the waning position of
the church in state affairs, and went
on to relate how back in the 40s the
church was so strong that its pro-
nouncements on any subject were
taken as gospel.

Meanwhile, her husband, a lawyer,
spoke to Mary about Irish law and its
application. She very deftly steered
him towards marital law. A friend of
ours had just gone through a long-
winded divorce, and she was well
versed with all of the turns and
twists.

If we thought we had done well in
the hospitality stakes the previous
year in Limerick, it was nothing com-
pared to the hospitality the
Brazilians laid on for the next three
weeks. Almost every night we were
all taken to dine at either one of
their private houses or public restau-
rants. When dining in the latter, we
were at first surprised that our group
constituted the only occupants.
Later we learned that our military
hosts, when reserving a restaurant,
always arranged to have it closed to
other patrons for that evening.

We were taken one evening, to a
local club game in the famous foot-
ball Stadium in Rio, Estadio
Municipal Do Maracana, venue for



the 1950 World Cup Final,and with a
capacity for seating 155,000 patrons.
When [ asked what the attendance
would be on this particular evening,
they answered that it would be
small, as it was only a club game,
120,000. A moat surrounded the
pitch to prevent unauthorised
encroachment. The game between
Sao Paulo and Rio featured the
return to competitive action in
Brazil of the famous international,
Romario, just back from several
years in Europe. The game finished
4/2 to Rio, with the diminutive
Romario netting the fourth goal
close to the final whistle. It was pure
magic in the warmth of the South
American evening. The Ambassador
attended with us and asked me at
one stage of high excitement if we
had occasions like this in Tipperary.|
pointed out that the local hurling
derbies of my youth in Fethard,
between Coolmoyne and
Killenaule, played before a packed
attendance in the famous Barrack
Field, generated so much excite-
ment that it didn’'t die down for a
week. The General was impressed
that the local GAA venue should
have a connection with the military.

At weekends we were taken on
trips to places of note in Rio and
indeed further afield. No trip to
Brazil would have been complete
without visiting the Amazon Basin,
and our hosts dedicated a full week-
end to that.

Whilst on that trip, Mary sprained
her ankle on some rocks,and on our

return to the hotel, we asked for
medical assistance.We were advised
to visit the local hospital which was
just across the street. We were there
no more than 15 minutes, during
which the offending ankle was X-
rayed, no breaks established, and
bandaged. Cost amounted to the
equivalent of IR§280, fortunately
recoverable from our travel insur-
ance. On learning about our experi-
ence the General arrived the follow-
ing evening with a “refund” from the
hospital, as he termed it. Apparently
any guest of the military was to be
considered exempt from hospital
charges.

The country presented an amaz-
ing contrast to the visitor. There
appeared to be no middle class.One
was either rich and privileged, or
poor and marginalized. It was con-
sidered dangerous to walk alone at
night,and even by day one would be
besieged by young boys and girls for
alms. These were known as the
sewer children as they apparently
inhabited the local sewers for shel-
ter. Our hotel was situated on the
famous  Copacabana  Beach.
Between the beach and the seafront,
ran a 10ft wide concrete path, for
miles and miles, which was used by
pedestrians, runners and cyclists
only Early each morning, as I took
my daily jog, this path was filled with
some of the most beautiful women I
have ever seen.l was told that, whilst
Brazil is predominantly Catholic,
men have no scruples about putting
their wives aside in favour of a



shapelier model. Therefore the
ladies were intent on keeping them-
selves in good shape.

The sharp divide between the
haves and have nots was starkly
demonstrated to us when we visited
the home of General Ricardo and his
wife.An armed guard stood beside a
large sign attached to the front gate,
“Trespassers will be shot”.

The Rio carnival occurred right in
the middle of our three-week visit.
The Brazilians had planned it thus.
For four days and nights the streets
are packed with revellers, and the
Samba drums can be heard every-
where. One would be swept off one’s
feet many times in the same street
by the tide of revellers, and danced
around in circles until almost over-
come by dizziness. The Brazilians
know how to enjoy themselves. Our
hosts always had the same advice
before venturing onto the streets
during carnival time,“No wallets, no
money, no jewellry no resistance”.

Finally the time came for our
departure from Rio. Again, for Mary
and me, the General’s car arrived,
complete with escort, easing our
passage to the airport.

General Ricardo, who was really a
most decent individual, and his wife
accompanied us and did not make
their final farewells until we had
been checked in and passed
through to the departure lounge.The
Brazilians are very emotional and
both shed tears at our departure, sig-
nifying that we were real friends, not
just acquaintances. At passport con-

trol, with our hosts now departed, it
was explained to us that there was
an “exit charge” for all international
non-Brazilian passengers leaving
Brazil, which amounted to US$70
per person. Whilst [ was exempt, due
to carrying a diplomatic passport,
Mary was liable,and credit card pay-
ment would be fine (lest anyone
claim that their currency was
exhausted).

This exit charge was not to my lik-
ing and [ bemoaned the fact that our
protectors had departed the scene.
Then I remembered that I carried
the General’s card, which he had
given to me in Ireland the previous
year. Producing it was like waving a
magic wand, exit charge cancelled,
please proceed to departure lounge.
The power of the military was never
more welcome.

Again our hosts had made the
necessary arrangements, and we
were both first class for the 13-hour
flight to London.

The General is still serving in the
Brazilian Military, with special
responsibility for aviation matters.
We are in contact several times a
year and he is planning a return trip
to Ireland next summer. His wife,
who is a practicing medical doctor,
will  accompany him. The
Ambassador has completed her tour
of duty in Lisbon since 2003,and last
we heard she was serving in that
capacity in neighbouring Argentina.
Even from Argentina, it'’s a long way

to Tipperary.
Tom Burke (Limerick)



L to R: Megan Hackett, Laura Harde, Amy Cowlard, Roisin McDonnell, Sinead Sheehan,
Amye O'Donovan, Ciara Sheehan and Emily Holohan.
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L to R: Emma Hayes, Jade Pattison, Laura Ryan, Karen Hayes, Nicole Looby, Emma
Morrissey and Aisling Harrington.



Killusty Pony Show

Long time service awards being presented at this year's show: L to R: Betsy O'Connor
(secretary), Tony Ennis, Pat O'Brien and Noel Byrne (Chairman).

fter a full week of less than
encouraging weather reports
and frenzied activity due to the late
arrival of the IPS bulletin in many
households, the first Saturday in July
dawned cool and clear. Killusty at
the foot of Slievenamon never
looked better. The air was cham-
pagne clear and the birdsong was
deafening. As the day unfolded the
record entry of 218 ponies (some in
as many as 5 classes) arrived for the
show.They came from as far away as
Kerry, Mayo, Down and Wexford to
contest the 70 classes. By the end of
the day, as they wended their way
home, some had trophies to take
with them. Ot